what paperwork is required to get married in the church?
C

ertain   documents   are   required  to   establish   your   sacramental   status   within  the Church,   your   freedom   from   any  previous  unions,   as   well   as   sworn   statements attesting to your clear understanding of the nature and responsibilities  of Christian Marriage.   When a Catholic prepares to marry someone from another faith tradition, a specific document or "dispensation" is also required.
The following are Required Documents for Marriage in the church:

Baptismal Certificate
•
A new copy   of the baptismal certificate is required for those who are
Catholic.   This can be obtained by contacting the Church of Baptism and
requesting a new certificate.  Why a new certificate? Whenever a marriage
takes place in the Catholic Church, notification of that marriage is sent to
the   Church   of  Baptism   for   the   Catholic   party   and   a   marginal   note
indicating the  date  and  place  of marriage is  placed  in  the  Baptismal
register.     A new Baptismal certificate for the Catholic party without
notations is consequently verification that there has not been a previous
marriage in the Catholic Church.
For  those  baptized  in  another  faith  tradition,   a   copy  of the  original baptismal certificate is sufficient.
First Communion and Confirmation Certificates (for Catholics only)
•
Copies of the originals are accepted.

Testimony of Freedom
•
This is a sworn statement, witnessed by a priest, minister or notary public,
attesting that you have never been married before, in either a Church or
civil ceremony, and that there is no known impediment to the marriage.
Parents normally fill this out, or it may be completed by others who have
known you most, or all of your life.

Matrimonial Dispensation
•
For   various    pastoral    reasons,    some   couples    may   need   to    obtain
dispensations   from   certain   conditions  in   order  to   marry.      The   most
common dispensation is that required of couples entering an interfaith
marriage, or inter-religious marriage, that is, where one party is Catholic
and the other is from another faith tradition.   The priest will discuss with
you the reason and the process for obtaining this or any other dispensation.
-"



Pre-Nuptial Questionnaire
•
This takes place with the priest and is for the purpose of determining your
freedom and appropriate intentions in your preparation for marriage.

Civil License
•
All couples must have a license from the State of California in order to be
married.     Licenses are valid for ninety days from the date they are issued.
The license must be given to the wedding coordinator or priest no
later than the day of the rehearsal.     In order to obtain a license, the
couple must go together to the Orange County Courthouse at 700 Civic
Center Drive West, Santa Ana, California.
